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Hong Kong Leads the Way in Tourism Growth, Attracting
Affluent Travelers from Across the Globe Amid Rising
Geopolitical Uncertainties
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Hong Kong. as the world faces rising geopolitical uncertainties, Hong Kong has emerged as a
standout destination for affluent FIT (Free Independent Travelers) seeking to maintain their® iravel
plans and spending despite global inflation. According to a recent survey conducted during the ITE
Hong Kong 2026, a premier travel trade event set to take place from June 11to 14, 2026, the city is

witnessing increased tourism spending. even as other markets strugsle with economic challengss.



A Surge in Tourism Demand in Hong Kong

Hong Kong, often regarded as one of the most vibrant and cosmopolitan cities in Asia, continues to
attract affluent travelers sesking luxury, experiences, and business opportunities. The ITE Hong
Kong, a proven sourcing platform for Asia’s travel trade and tourism, has reported a significant surge
ininterest from global tourists, particularly from Ching's Greater Bay Arez (GBA). This area, which
includes key cities like Guangzhou, Shenzhen, and Macau, has witnessed 2 combined GDP of
US$2.09 trillion, comparable to the Tokyo Bay Area and larger than San Francisco, highlighting the
region’s growing economic significance.

In 2024, Hong Kong was the 14th largest outbound travel market globally by spending, reaching
US528.9 billion. This impressive figure comes as no surprise, as the city has been a hub for business
travelers, leisure tourists, and high-end visitors zlike. In fact, resident cepartures from Hong Kong
totaled 117 million in 2025, &2 12.3% increase compared to the previous year. This growth is expected
to continue, with & remarkable 3 million people leaving Hong Kong during the 20246 Spring Festival,
marking a 22% increase in outbound travel.

Affluent FIT Travelers: A Resilient Market

The ITE 2026 survey revezled some key insights into how travelers are reacting to the uncertzinties
surrounding global politics. A significant portion of the respondents, who were freguent and affluent
travelers, indicated that they were not reducing their travel budgets despite geopolitical instability. In
fact, 62 5% of the survey participants plan to increase their travel budgets, with only 12.2% opting to
recduce their spending.

Among those surveyed, 74.6% of travelers took multiple outbound holidays in 2025, and over half of
them held university degress. These insights demonstrate a clear trend: affluent travelers continue
to prioritize their leisure and business travels, even in the face of economic and political challenges.
Their increased spending on travel further supports the notion that Hong Kong remains an attractive
destination for high-end tourists.

The Impact of the Greater Bay Area (GBA) on Tourism Growth

One of the most notable developments for Hong Kong's tourism market is its deepening connection
with the Greater Bay Ares (GBA). In 2024 the GBA's combined GDP reached an impressive
US%2.0% trillion, underscoring its importance as 2 driver of economic activity in the region. The ITE
survey found that 70% of trade buyers 2t the event hailed from the GBA, including delegates from
major cities such as Guangzhou, Shenzhen, 2nd Hong Kong itself The region’s rapidly growing
copulation, which exceeds 87 million, provides a large and increasingly affluent customer base for
tourism-related businesses in Hong Kong.

With the GBA serving as 2 critical economic engine for Hong Kong, tourism-related sectors such as
hospitality, retail, and transportation are benefiting from this dynamic market. Tourists from the GBA

are flocking to Hong Kong for leisure, business, and shopping, further reinforcing the city's status as
a global tourism hub.



Hong Kong's Rising Appeal to FIT Travelers

Hong Kong continues to shine as a destination of choice for FIT travelers who prefer to explore the
city at their own pace. These travelers typically opt for private tours or bespoke travel experiences,
making them a significant source of revenue for the city's tourism industry. The 2025 ITE survey
revealed that B0% of public visitors to the event preferred traveling as FITs or on private tours. This
segment of the market is poised for further growth, as travelers seek personzlized and high-guality
experiences in Hong Kong.

VWith its extensive range of luxury hotels, ine dining establishments, world-class shopping malls, and
iconic attractions, Hong Kong offers a unigue blend of modernity and tradition. Visitors can
experience the city’s rich cultural heritage, bustling street markets, stunning skyline, and serene
parks, making it an ideal destination for affluent travelers seeking both adventure and relaxation.

Increased Spending and Strategic Planning for Future Growth

Despite global inflation and the impact of geopolitical uncertainties, Hong Kong's tourism industry
has managed to remain resilient. The organizers of ITE Hong Kong, TKS Exhibition Services Ltd, have
strategically focused on maintaining affordable space rental rates to ensure the event’s continued
success. While the event's space rental fees were increased by just 2.19% in 2026, the organizers
have kept costs stable since 2019, ensuring accessibility for exhibitors and trade buyers.

ITE Hong Kong 2026 will focus on promoting innovative business matching services, where
exhibitors and buyers can engage in quick meetings to maximize their business potential.
Additionally, the event will feature trade seminars, KOL (Key Opinion Leader) networking
opportunities, and public seminars to attract both B2B and B2C visitors. The event’s robust platform
is expected to drive tourism growth in Hong Kong by fostering connections between suppliers,
buyers, and travelers.

Conclusion: Hong Kong’s Position as a Leading Global ® Trave|] Destination

Hong Kong's tourism market is showing remarkable growth in spite of global challenges. With its
strategic location, strong ties to the Greater Bay Area, and focus on luxury and bespoke ® frayel
experiences, the city remains a top destination for affluent FIT travelers. As geopolitical uncertzinties
continue to affect global travel patterns, Hong Kong's resilience and appesl as a vibrant and diverse
travel destination ensure that it will continue to lead the way in Asia's tourism industry.

Hong Kong's tourism sector is poised for further growth as affluent travelers increase their spending
anc continue to seek unigue, personalized experiences. With events like ITE Hong Kong 2024
serving as & major catalyst for business and leisure tourism, Hong Kong will maintain its status as 2

must-visit destination for travelers from around the world.
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